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? ?I think the political complexion of the Magazine has been getting too deep 
a black Republican tinge, and that there is a time pretty near at hand when you 
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(and only tolerably) but it does not fairly represent the feeling of the country at 
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. . . we seem to have little, or, at least, a very misty idea of what we are 
fi ghting for. It depends upon the speaker, and that, again, depends upon the 
section of the country in which his sympathies are enlisted. The Southern 
man will say, We fi ght for state rights, liberty, and independence. The middle 
and Western states-man will avow that he fights for the Union; whilst our 
Northern and Eastern man will swear that, from the beginning, his only idea 
was liberty to the Blacks, and the annihilation of slavery. All are thoroughly 
in earnest, and all pray for the blessing of Heaven to rest upon the 
enterprise. The appeals are so numerous, fervent, and yet so contradictory, 
that the Great Arbiter to whom they so piously and solemnly appeal, must be 
sorely puzzled how to decide. (XVIII: ???)
???????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????????
?????????????????? ???? ??????????????
?????????????????????????? ??????????
???????????????????????????????????
????????
?????????????
??????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????????
??
??????????? ?????????????????????????
??????? James Bense??????????????????????
???????????????????? ?censorship hoax? ??????
??????????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????????
??????
??????????? ? ? ? ? ?????????????????????
???????????? James T. Fields???????????????
??? ?You will see that I have affi xed some editorial foot-notes, which I hope 
you will have no hesitation in adopting, they being very loyal. For my own part, 
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already half-spoilt it by leaving out a great deal of spicy description and remark, 
and whole pages of freely expressed opinion, which seemed to me as good as 
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It is natural enough to suppose that the centre and heart of Washington is 
the Capitol; and certainly, in its outward aspect, the world has not many 
statelier or more beautiful edifi ces, nor any, I should suppose, more skilfully 
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adapted to legislative purposes, and to all accompanying needs. But &c &c.* 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
* We omit several paragraphs here, in which the author speaks of some 
prominent members of Congress with a freedom that seems to have been 
not unkindly meant, but might be liable to misconstruction. As he admits 
that he never listened to an important debate, we can hardly recognize his 
qualifi cation to estimate these gentlemen, in their legislative and oratorical 
capacities. (XXIII: ???)
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This hotel . . . may be much more justly called the centre of Washington 
and the Union, than either the Capitol, the White House, or the State 
Department. Everybody may be seen there. It is the meeting-place of the 
true representatives of the country, not such as are chosen blindly and 
amiss by electors who take a folded ballot from the hand of a local politician, 
and thrust it into the ballot-box unread; but men who gravitate or are 
attracted hither by real business, or a native impulse to breathe the intensest 
atmosphere of the nation’s life, or a genuine anxiety to see how this life-
and-death struggle is going to deal with us. Nor these only, but all manner 
of loafers. Never, in any other spot, was there such a miscellany of people. 
(XXIII: ???)
???????????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????????
????????????????????????Willard’s Hotel????
???????????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????????
????elderly men with frilled shirt-fronts? ???half-a-century ago? ?????
??????????????XXIII: ??????It is as if one of Stuart’s portraits 
were walking abroad? ????????????????????? Gilbert 
Stuart????????????????????? George Washington?
?????????????I see no way of accounting for this, except that the 
trouble of the times, the impiety of traitors, and the peril of our sacred Union 
and Constitution, have disturbed, in their honored graves, some of the venerable 
fathers of the country, and summoned them forth to protest against the meditated 
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There is no remoteness of life and thought?no hermetically sealed 
seclusion, except, possibly, that of the grave?into which the disturbing 
infl uences of this war do not penetrate. Of course, the general heartquake 
of the countr y long ago knocked at my cottage-door, and compelled 
me, reluctantly, to suspend the contemplation of certain phantasies, to 
which, according to my harmless custom, I was endeavoring to give a 
sufficiently lifelike aspect to admit of their figuring in a Romance. As I 
make no pretensions to state-craft or soldiership, and could promote the 
common weal neither by valour nor counsel, it seemed, at fi rst, a pity that 
I should be debarred from such unsubstantial business as I had contrived 
for myself, since nothing more genuine was to be substituted for it. But I 
magnanimously considered that there is a kind of treason in insulating one’s 
self from the universal fear and sorrow, and thinking one’s idle thoughts in 
the dread time of civil war . . . (XXIII: ???)
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It is a strange thing in human life, that the greatest errors both of men 
and women often spring from their sweetest and most generous qualities; 
and so, undoubtedly, thousands of warm-hear ted, sympathetic, and 
impulsive persons have joined the rebels, not from any real zeal for the 
cause, but because, between two conflicting loyalties, they chose that 
which necessarily lay nearest the heart. There never existed any other 
government, against which treason was so easy, and could defend itself by 
such plausible arguments, as against that of the United States. The anomaly 
of two allegiances (of which that of the State comes nearest home to a 
man’s feelings, and includes the altar and the hearth, while the General 
??
Government claims his devotion only to an airy mode of law, and has no 
symbol but a fl ag) is exceedingly mischievous in this point of view; for it has 
converted crowds of honest people into traitors, who seem to themselves not 
merely innocent, but patriotic, and who die for a bad cause with as quiet a 
conscience as if it were the best. (XXIII: ???)
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This paper reconsiders Nathaniel Hawthorne’s ?Chiefl y about War-Matters. By 
a Peaceable Man? along with his ?Northern Volunteers. From a Journal.? ?Chiefl y 
about War-Matters? has long been recognized as one of the most unique writings 
on the American Civil War. Meanwhile, ?Northern Volunteers? has received little 
attention and remains largely unknown, due to the fact that it was published anon-
ymously and not identifi ed as one of Hawthorne’s works until ????. Written soon 
after Hawthorne’s visit to Washington from March to April ????, both works are 
based on his fi rst-hand observation of wartime America. However, they are mark-
edly different from one another. In this paper, by paying close attention to these 
differences, I attempt to shed new light on these works as well as on Hawthorne in 
his later career from the viewpoint of gender.
?Chiefl y about War-Matters,? published in the July ???? issue of the Atlantic 
Monthly, is considered one of the most diffi cult works to interpret among Haw-
thorne’s. It has been recognized for its uniqueness among Civil War literature 
based on two characteristics: fi rstly, its ellipses and footnotes, which appear to 
have been censored by the magazine editor, but were actually written by the au-
thor himself; and secondly, its provocative views that were friendly to the South 
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Bleeding Texts:
Nathaniel Hawthorne?s ?Chiefl y about War-Matters? and ?Northern Volunteers?
??
and therefore unpopular in the North, especially among abolitionists. Hawthorne 
intended ?Chiefl y about War-Matters? as a critique of the magazine’s strong ?black 
Republican? tendency and hoped that his work would represent the whole nation. 
In this work, Hawthorne creates two personae as a ?Peaceable Man? and an ?edi-
tor.? Through the interaction between the former’s ?manful resistance? and the 
latter’s ?castration,? the author illuminates what he regards as the repressive and 
violent regime of ?the man of men,? namely, Abraham Lincoln, and questions the 
easy dualism that was prevalent among Northern abolitionists, which created a 
sharp distinction between patriots and traitors.
?Northern Volunteers? is a short sketch published in the June ?, ???? issue of 
the Concord Monitor. First published on Patriots’ Day and named after the North-
ern ironclad, Monitor, this short-lived local review was clearly supportive of the 
Northern cause and held to its principle of keeping its contributors anonymous. In 
the sketch, Hawthorne presents a strongly partisan view of Northern civility and 
Southern grotesqueness by utilizing a contemporary popular discourse known as 
the cult of domesticity. By employing the fi rst person plural ?we,? Hawthorne iden-
tifi es himself with the Northern volunteers and, by doing so, attempts to reclaim 
his Northern manhood, which his objectives of ?Chiefl y about War-Matters? have 
propelled him to sacrifi ce. These divided texts illuminate an author who is divided 
between the two allegiances to his nation and his native state, allegiances that the 
Civil War has made incompatible. The two texts also reveal how Hawthorne as a 
Romance writer acted in the face of a deeply divided nation and how much psycho-
logical involvement it required of him.
